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50 CFR Ch. III (10–1–05 Edition) § 300.10 

Subpart B—High Seas Fisheries 

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 5501 et seq. 

§ 300.10 Purpose. 

This subpart implements the High 
Seas Fishing Compliance Act of 1995 
(Act), which requires the Secretary to 
license U.S. vessels fishing on the high 
seas. 

§ 300.11 Definitions. 

In addition to the terms defined in 
section 300.2 and those in the Act and 
the Agreement to Promote Compliance 
with International Conservation and 
Management Measures by Fishing Ves-
sels on the High Seas, adopted by the 
Conference of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations on 
November 24, 1993 (Agreement), the 
terms used in this subpart have the fol-
lowing meanings. If a term is defined 
differently in § 300.2, the Act, or the 
Agreement, the definition in this sec-
tion shall apply. 

High seas means the waters beyond 
the territorial sea or exclusive eco-
nomic zone (or the equivalent) of any 
Nation, to the extent that such terri-
torial sea or exclusive economic zone 
(or the equivalent) is recognized by the 
United States. 

High seas fishing vessel means any ves-
sel of the United States used or in-
tended for use on the high seas for the 
purpose of the commercial exploitation 
of living marine resources as a har-
vesting vessel, mothership, or any 
other support vessel directly engaged 
in a fishing operation. 

International conservation and manage-
ment measures means measures to con-
serve or manage one or more species of 
living marine resources that are adopt-
ed and applied in accordance with the 
relevant rules of international law, as 
reflected in the 1982 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, and 
that are recognized by the United 
States. 

Regional Administrator means any one 
of the Directors of the five NMFS re-
gional offices, defined under § 300.2, 
serving as the issuing office. 

§ 300.12 Issuing offices. 
Any Regional Administrator may 

issue permits required under this sub-
part. While applicants for permits may 
submit an application to any Regional 
Administrator, applicants are encour-
aged to submit their applications (with 
envelopes marked ‘‘Attn: HSFCA Per-
mits’’) to the Regional Administrator 
with whom they normally interact on 
fisheries matters. 

§ 300.13 Vessel permits. 
(a) Eligibility. (1) Any high seas fish-

ing vessel of the United States is eligi-
ble to receive a permit under this sub-
part, unless the vessel was previously 
authorized to be used for fishing on the 
high seas by a foreign nation, and— 

(i) The foreign nation suspended such 
authorization, because the vessel un-
dermined the effectiveness of inter-
national conservation and management 
measures, and the suspension has not 
expired; or 

(ii) The foreign nation, within the 3 
years preceding application for a per-
mit under this section, withdrew such 
authorization, because the vessel un-
dermined the effectiveness of inter-
national conservation and management 
measures. 

(2) The restrictions in paragraphs 
(a)(1) (i) and (ii) of this section do not 
apply if ownership of the vessel has 
changed since the vessel undermined 
the effectiveness of international con-
servation and management measures, 
and the new owner has provided suffi-
cient evidence to the Regional Admin-
istrator demonstrating that the owner 
and operator at the time the vessel un-
dermined the effectiveness of such 
measures has no further legal, bene-
ficial, or financial interest in, or con-
trol of, the vessel. 

(3) The restrictions in paragraphs 
(a)(1) (i) and (ii) of this section do not 
apply if it is determined by the Re-
gional Administrator that issuing a 
permit would not subvert the purposes 
of the Agreement. 

(b) Application forms. The owner or 
operator of a high seas fishing vessel 
may apply for a permit under this sub-
part by completing an application 
form. Applicants may obtain an appli-
cation form from a Regional Adminis-
trator. 
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(c) Application information. An appli-
cant must submit a complete and accu-
rate permit application, signed by the 
owner or operator, to the appropriate 
Regional Administrator. 

(d) Fees. NMFS will charge a fee to 
recover the administrative expenses of 
permit issuance. The amount of the fee 
will be determined in accordance with 
the procedures of the NOAA Finance 
Handbook, available from a Regional 
Administrator, for determining admin-
istrative costs of each special product 
or service. The fee is specified with the 
application form. The appropriate fee 
must accompany each application. 
Failure to pay the fee will preclude 
issuance of the permit. Payment by a 
commercial instrument later deter-
mined to be insufficiently funded will 
invalidate any permit. 

(e) Issuance. (1) Except as provided in 
subpart D of 15 CFR part 904, the Re-
gional Administrator will issue a per-
mit, which will include appropriate 
conditions or restrictions, within 30 
days of receipt of a completed applica-
tion and payment of the appropriate 
fee. 

(2) The Regional Administrator will 
notify the applicant of any deficiency 
in the application. 

(f) Validity. Permits issued under this 
subpart are valid for 5 years from the 
date of issuance. Renewal of a permit 
prior to its expiration is the responsi-
bility of the permit holder. For a per-
mit to remain valid to its expiration 
date, the vessel’s USCG documentation 
or state registration must be kept cur-
rent. A permit issued under this sub-
part is void when the name of the 
owner or vessel changes, or in the 
event the vessel is no longer eligible 
for U.S. documentation, such docu-
mentation is revoked or denied, or the 
vessel is removed from such docu-
mentation. 

(g) Change in application information. 
Any changes in vessel documentation 
status or other permit application in-
formation must be reported to the Re-
gional Administrator in writing within 
15 days of such changes. 

(h) Transfer. A permit issued under 
this subpart is not transferable or as-
signable to another vessel or owner; it 
is valid only for the vessel and owner 
to which it is issued. 

(i) Display. A valid permit, or a copy 
thereof, issued under this subpart must 
be on board the vessel while operating 
on the high seas and available for in-
spection by an authorized officer. 
Faxed copies of permits are acceptable. 

[61 FR 35550, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 15, Jan. 4, 1999] 

§ 300.14 Vessel identification. 

(a) General. A vessel permitted under 
this subpart must be marked for identi-
fication purposes in accordance with 
this section. 

(b) Marking. Vessels must be marked 
either: 

(1) In accordance with vessel identi-
fication requirements specified in Fed-
eral fishery regulations issued under 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act or under 
other Federal fishery management 
statutes; or 

(2) In accordance with the following 
identification requirements: 

(i) A vessel must be marked with its 
IRCS, or, if not assigned an IRCS, must 
be marked (in order of priority) with 
its Federal, state, or other documenta-
tion number appearing on its high seas 
fishing permit; 

(ii) The markings must be displayed 
at all times on the vessel’s side or su-
perstructure, port and starboard, as 
well as on a deck; 

(iii) The markings must be placed so 
that they do not extend below the wa-
terline, are not obscured by fishing 
gear, whether stowed or in use, and are 
clear of flow from scuppers or over-
board discharges that might damage or 
discolor the markings; 

(iv) Block lettering and numbering 
must be used; 

(v) The height of the letters and 
numbers must be in proportion to the 
size of the vessel as follows: for vessels 
25 meters (m) and over in length, the 
height of letters and numbers must be 
no less than 1.0 m; for vessels 20 m but 
less than 25 m in length, the height of 
letters and numbers must be no less 
than 0.8 m; for vessels 15 m but less 
than 20 m in length, the height of let-
ters and numbers must be no less than 
0.6 m; for vessels 12 m but less than 15 
m in length, the height of letters and 
numbers must be no less than 0.4 m; for 
vessels 5 m but less than 12 m in 
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